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Greg Clark is Minister for State at Communities and Local government. He referred to himself as Minister of State for Devolution.

Greg Clark summed up the Coalition’s agenda as:
· Localism: Ethos – everything done at the lowest possible level.
· Decentralisation: This ‘is what we do’ – the process.
· Big Society: What ‘we’ are trying to achieve. People and neighbourhoods have more power and responsibility and use it to create better solutions, services and outcomes..
He contrasted this with the statement by Tip O’Neill (former Speaker of the US House of Representatives) who said ‘All policy is local’. Clark said ‘Policy is increasingly personal’. Power should be shifted from the state to citizens and civic institutions, leading to:
· Greater control by local people.
· Diversity in local approaches, which can release innovation.
· More response to local preferences.
· Easier to hold service providers to account, when services are delivered locally.
Clark spoke about ‘Burdens, Barriers and Rights’ to make things happen through:
· Removing unnecessary legislation.
· Unlocking the potential of communities to take action.
· Scrapping the CAA
· Review of secondary legislation.
· Elimination of home information packs.
· Elimination of regional spatial strategies; these are too prescriptive and remote for local councils.
The Coalition would introduce and entrench rights for local government and communities through the right to challenge, right to build and community planning.
Clark covered the Resource and Supply side:
· Greater local control of resources and budgets.
· Open up opportunities for new suppliers to provide public services.
· Removal of ring-fencing.
· Replace council tax capping with referenda.
· Community budgets.
· GP commissioning.
· ‘Free’ schools.
· Right to challenge and
· More mutuals and employee cooperatives.
On Transparency and Accountability, he said:
· Ensure citizens have the information they need to make decisions about services and hold providers and representatives to account. This includes CLG and local government releasing spend data and the use of the Combined Online Information System (COINS).
· Give citizens the power of choice. Where this is not feasible, strengthen collective accountability 9E.G for the police).
· Ensure choice in health and education.
· Introduce referenda on local issues
· Introduce directly elected mayors in 12 cities
· Have elected police commissioners.
Finally, he argued for ‘Turning Government Upside Down’:
· CLG at the disposal of local government.
· Not just services, but personal services and services to the community.
· Decentralisation throughout the system.
· Right to initiate would be with local government and communities, not Whitehall.
Key milestones are the Spending Review on 20 October, the Localism Bill on 11 November and Clark has to report to the Prime Minister next summer on the progress that government departments are making with decentralisation.
Clark stressed that local government has performed better than central government. Devolution runs through the Coalition agreement and the purpose of this government. Under previous governments (including Conservative ones) the approach was to get the brightest and best to the centre, codify their ideas and then pass down. He indicated that this had perhaps been reasonable in an attempt by the last government to ‘transform ragged services across the country’. However, too much dictation from the centre is incompatible with innovation at a local level. People do not like being told what to do. To administer top down is expensive.
He stated that the Coalition’s purpose is:
· A radical redistribution of power from government to community
· To government or the long term.
The approach is to move from Big Government to Big Society. It is decentralisation that makes the transition.
Colin M Cram FCIPS, Marc1 Ltd                                                       14, October 2010
